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Floodplain and Wetland Management: Executive Order 11990 & Executive Order 11990 (24 CFR 
Part 55)  

HOME grant recipients are required to protect the values and benefits of floodplains and wetlands.  
Recipients should reduce flood losses and wetlands destruction by not conducting, supporting or allowing 
projects to be located in floodplains or wetlands unless it is the only practicable alternative.  

If it is determined that the proposed project must be located in the floodplain or wetland, then certain 
measures must be undertaken.  These measures should minimize potential harm to beneficial floodplain 
and wetland values reduce the hazard and the risk of flood loss; and minimize the impact of floods on 
human safety, health and welfare.   

Prior to proceeding with a project in or effecting a floodplain or wetland a recipient must comply with the 
requirements of Executive Order 11988 and 11990.  The recipient must complete an 8-step decision 
making process outlined in 24 CFR Part 55, Subpart C, Section 55.20. The 8-step process is: 

1.  Determine if the proposed action is in a wetland or the 100-year floodplain (or in the 500-year         
     floodplain for a critical action i.e., actions for which even a slight chance of flooding would be too            
     great).   If the proposed action would not be conducted in these areas, then no further compliance with  
     this part is required. . IFA does not allow a project to be located in the 100 year floodplain.  
  
2.  Notify the public of the intent to locate the proposed action in the floodplain or wetland.  The notice      
     must be published at least once in a local newspaper of general circulation (in cities where there is no       
     newspaper of general circulation, notices must be displayed in the local post office and its  
     substations).  The public must be given at least fifteen days to comment.  A blank notice is included in      
     the appendix and titled Notice of Proposed Project to be Located in a Floodplain or Wetland.  The   
     recipient must use this form, or its equivalent, to meet federal requirements. 
 
3.  Identify and evaluate practicable alternatives to locating in the floodplain.  This determination requires  
     the recipient to consider whether the floodplain or wetland can be avoided either through selecting  
     alternative sites, choosing alternative actions to serve the identical project objective, or taking no          
     action. 
 

4.   Identify indirect or direct impacts associated with the occupancy or modification of the floodplain or wetland.  

5.  Identify methods to minimize the potential adverse impacts within the floodplain or wetland and restore 
     and preserve its natural and beneficial value. 
 
6.  Reevaluate the alternatives, taking into account the identified impacts, the steps necessary to       
     minimize these impacts and the opportunities to restore and preserve floodplain values. 
 
7.  If the recipient determines the only practicable alternative is locating in the floodplain or wetland, a  
     final public notice shall be published. This public notice can be inserted into the Notice of Intent to     
     Request Release of Funds (NOI/RROF) or Concurrent Notice whichever is applicable.  The same       
     publishing guidelines and comment periods found in each notice must be observed. Sample language  
     to be inserted in the notice is included in the appendix and titled Notice of a Decision Regarding       
     Project to be Located in a Floodplain or Wetland.  The notice will include the reason for locating the  
     project in a floodplain or wetland, the alternatives that were considered, and any mitigation measures   
     that are planned.  
 



The proposed action can be implemented after steps 1 through 7 have been completed and all other 
requirements are met.  



  



 





 
STANDARD FLOOD HAZARD DETERMINATION FORM INSTRUCTIONS 

PAPERWORK BURDEN DISCLOSURE NOTICE 
 
Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 20 minutes per response.  Burden means the time, effort 
and financial resources expended by persons to generate, maintain, retain, disclose, or to provide information to us.  
You may send comments regarding the burden estimate or any aspect of the form, including suggestions for reducing 
the burden to:  Information Collections Management, Federal Emergency Management Agency, 500 C St., SW, 
Washington, DC 20742; and to the Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork Reduction Project (30676-0264), 
Washington, DC 20503.  You are not required to respond to this collection of information unless a valid OMB control 
number appears in the upper right corner of this form.  Please do not send your completed form to the above 
address. 

SECTION 1 
 
1. LENDER NAME:  Enter lender name and address. 
 
2. COLLATERAL (Building/Mobile Home/Personal Property) PROPERTY ADDRESS:  Enter property 

address for the insurable collateral.  In rural areas, a postal address may not be sufficient to locate the 
property.  In these cases, legal property descriptions may be used and may be attached to the form if space 
provided is insufficient. 

 
3. LENDER ID. NO:  The lender funding the loan should identify itself as follows:  FDIC-insured lenders 

should indicate their FDIC Insurance Certificate Number; Federally-insured credit unions should indicate 
their charter/insurance number, Farm Credit institutions should indicate their UNINUM number.  Other 
lenders who fund loans sold to or scrutinized by FNMA or FHLMC should enter the FNMA or FHLMC 
seller/service number. 

 
4. LOAD IDENTIFIER Optional.  May be used by lenders to conform to their individual method of 

identifying loans. 
 
5. AMOUNT OF FLOOD INSURANCE REQUIRED:  Optional.  The minimum federal requirement for this 

amount is the lesser of:  the outstanding principal loan balance; the value o9f the improved property, mobile 
home and/or personal property used to secure the loan; or the maximum statutory limit of flood insurance 
coverage.  Lenders may exceed the minimum federal requirements.  National Flood Insurance Program 
(NFIP) policies do not provide coverage in excess of the value of the building/mobile home/personal 
property. 

SECTION 2 
 
A. NATIONAL FLOOD INSURANCE PROGRAM (NFIP) COMMUNITY JURISDICTION 
 

1. NFIP Community Name:  Enter the complete name of the community (as indicated on the NFIP 
map) in which the building or mobile home is located.  Under the NFIP, a community is the political 
unit that has authority to adopt and enforce floodplain management regulations for the areas within 
its jurisdiction.  A community may be any State or area or political subdivision thereof, or any Indian 
tribe or authorized organization, or Alaska Native village or authorized native organization.  
(Examples: Brewer, City of; Washington, Borough of; Worchester, Township of; Baldwin County; 
Jefferson Parish.)  for a building or mobile home that may have been annexed by one community 
but is shown on another community’s NFIP map, enter the Community Name for the community 
with land-use jurisdiction over the building or mobile home. 

 
2. County (ies):  Enter the name of the county or counties in which the community is located.  For 

unincorporated areas of a county, enter “unincorporated areas”.  For independent cities, enter 
“independent city.” 

 
3. State:  Enter the two-digit state abbreviation.  (examples: VA,TX,CA.) 
 
4. NFIP Community Number.  Enter the 6-digit NFIP community number.  This number can be 

determined by consulting the NFIP Community Status Book or can be found on the NFIP map; 
copies of either can be obtained from FEMA’s Website http://www.fema.gov or by calling 1-800-
611-6125.  If no NFIP Community Number exists for the community, enter “none”. 

http://www.fema.gov/


 
B. NFIP DATA AFFECTING BUILINDG/MOBILE HOME 

The information in this section (excluding the LOMA/LOMR information) is obtained by reviewing the NDIP 
map on which the building/mobile home is located.  The current NFIP map, and a pamphlet titled “Guide to 
Flood Maps,” may be obtained from FEMA by calling 1-800-611-6125.  Note that even when an NFIP map 
panel is not printed, it may be reflected on a community’s NFIP map index with its proper number, date, and 
flood zone indicated; enter these data accordingly.   
 
1. NFIP Map Number or Community-Panel Number.  Enter the 11-digit number shown on the NFIP 

map that covers the building or mobile home.  (Examples: 4802140022C; 58103C0075 F.) Some 
older maps will have a 9-digit number (Example: 12345601A.)  Note that the first six digits will not 
match the NFIP Community Number when the sixth digit is a “C” or when one community has 
annexed land from another but the NFIP map has not yet been updated to reflect this annexation.  
When the sixth digit is a “C”, the NFIP map is in countywide format and shows the flood hazards for 
the geographic areas of the county on one map, including flood hazards for incorporated 
communities and for any unincorporated county contained with the count’s geographic limits.  Such 
countywide maps will list an NFIP Map Number.  For maps not in such countywide format, the NFIP 
will list a Community-Panel Number on each panel.  If no NFIP map is in effect for the location of 
the building or mobile home, enter “none”. 

 

2. NFIP Map Panel Effective/Revised Date:  Enter the map effective date or the map revised date 

shown on the NFIP map.  (Example: 6/15/93.)  This will be the latest of all dates shown on the map. 
 
3. LOMA/LOMR:  If a Letter of Map Amendment (LOMA) or Letter of Map Revision (LOMR) has been 

issued by FEMA since the current Map Panel Effective/Revised Date that revises the flood hazards 
affecting the building or mobile home, check “yes” and specify the date of the letter; otherwise, no 
entry is required.  Information on LOMAs and LOMRs is available from the following sources:  
* The community’s official copy of its NFIP map should have a copy of all subsequently-

issued LOMAs and LOMRs attached to it. 
* For LOMAs and LOMRs issued on or after October 1, 1994, FEMA publishes a list of 

these letters twice a year as a compendium in the Federal Register.  This information is 
also available on FEMA’s website at http://www.fema.gov  

* A subscription service providing digitized copies of these letters on CD-ROM is also 
available by calling 
1-800-358-9616. 

 
4. Flood Zone:  Enter the flood zone(s) covering the building or mobile home.  (Examples: A, AE, A4, 

AR, ARIA, AR/AE, AR/AO, V, VE, V12, AH, AO, B, C, X, D.)  If any part of the building or mobile 
home is within the Special Flood Hazard Area (SFHA), the entire building or mobile home is 
considered to be in the SFHA.  All flood zones beginning with the letter “A” or “V” is considered 
Special Flood Hazard Areas (SFHA). Each flood zone is defined in the legend of the NFIP map on 
which it appears.  If there is no NFIP map for the subject area, enter “none”. 

 
5. No NFIP May:  If no NFIP map covers the area where the building or mobile home is located check 

the box. 
 

C. FEDERAL FLOOD INSURANCE AVAILABILITY:  Check all boxes that apply; however, note those 

boxes 1 (Federal Flood Insurance is available…) and 2 (Federal Flood Insurance is not available…) are 
mutually exclusive.  Federal flood insurance is available to all residents of a community that participates in 
the NFIP.  Community participation status can be determined by consulting the NFIP Community Status 
Book which is available from FEMA and at http://www.fema.gov  The NFIP Community Status Book will 
indicate whether or not the community is participating in the NFIP and whether participation is in the 
Emergency or Regular Program.  If the community participates in the NFIP, check either Regular Program or 
Emergency Program.  To obtain Federal flood insurance, a copy of this completed form may be provided to 
an insurance agent. 

 
 Federal flood insurance is prohibited in designated Coastal Barrier Resources Areas (CBRA) and Otherwise 

Protected Areas (OPAs) for buildings or mobile homes built or substantially improved after the date of the 
CBRA or OPA designation.  An information sheet explaining the Coastal Barrier Resources System may be 
obtained from FEMA by calling 1-800-611-6125. 

 

http://www.fema.gov/
http://www.fema.gov/


D. DETERMINATION:  If any portion of the building/mobile home is in an identified Special Flood Hazard 

Area (SFHA), check yes (flood insurance is required).  If no portion of the building/mobile home is in an 
identified SFHA, check no.  If no NFIP map exists for the community, check no.  If no NFIP map exists, 
Section B5 should also be checked. 

 
F. PREPARER’S INFORMATION:  If other than the lender, enter the name, address, and telephone 

number of the company or organization performing the flood hazard determination.  An individual’s name 
may be included, but is not required. 

 
DATE OF DETERMINATION: Enter date on which flood hazard determination was completed. 

 
OTHER INFORMATION 
 
MULTIPLE BUILDINGS: If the loan collateral includes more than one building, a schedule for the additional 
building(s)/mobile home(s) indicating the determination for each may be attached.  Otherwise, a separate 
form must be completed for each building or mobile home.  Any attachment(s) should be noted in the “E. 
Comments” section.  A separate flood insurance policy is required for each building or mobile home. 
 
GUARANTEES REGARDING INFORMATION:  Determinations on this form made by persons other than the 
lender are acceptable only to the extent that the accuracy of the information is guaranteed. 
 
FORM AVAILABILITY:  Copies of this form are available from the FEMA fax-on-demand line by calling (202) 
646-FEMA and requesting form #23103.  Guidance on using the form in a printed, computerized, or 
electronic format is contained in form #23110.  This information is also available on FEMA’s website 
http://www.fema.gov 
 
PURPOSE OF FORM:  In accordance with P.L. 103-325, Sec. 1365, (b) (1), the form has been designed to 
facilitate compliance with the flood insurance purchase requirements for the National Flood Insurance 
Reform Act of 1994. 

http://www.feama.gov/


 


